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A JOURNEY THROUGH 25 YEARS OF ECLASS
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 Founding association in 
December 2000

 First mentioned in July 2000
 First classification classes

THE YEAR 2000: WHERE IT ALL BEGAN
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Source picture: ChatGPT



 Getting members
 Power of classification in procurement
 First translations
 Release IEC 61360-4 in 2005

FROM VISION TO EARLY VERSIONS
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2000-2005: THE EARLY DAYS
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 Release ECLASS 4.0
 Funding project of the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Technology 2004-2010

 From ServicePortal to CDP
 Properties… are attached

BUILDING TRUST AND RELEVANCE
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2006-2010 GAINING MOMENTUM



FROM A STANDARD TO INDUSTRIAL SEMANTIC
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 Release ECLASS 7.0 February 2011, 
OntoML

 Start with Release One-eCl@ss
 Tight cooperation with ISO and IEC
 Prolist integration

CROSSING BORDERS

Journey through 25 years of ECLASS8

2011-2015 BECOMING INTERNATIONAL



FROM A STANDARD TO INDUSTRIAL SEMANTIC
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 Release 10.0.1 February 2017
 Smart manufacturing as driver and 

ECLASS as semantic enabler
 Creating CEG DEG
 Release 11.0 July 2019

FROM CLASSIFICATION TO DIGITIZATION
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2016-2020 THE DIGITAL SHIFT



FROM A STANDARD TO INDUSTRIAL SEMANTIC

2000-2005

Let‘s create a 
common 

classification.

First properties 
and values for 

product 
description.

Data exchange 
and 

international 
outreach.

Industry 4.0 and 
smart 

manufacturing 
need standards.

The semantic 
era begins.
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 Release ECLASS Web service 2022
 Connection to IDTA and OPC
 BIM content
 Full translation of ECLASS with DeepL
 ECLASS Aspect „Environmental data“
 CEG CSE
 DPP enabler
 ECLASS 13.0 in December 2022 with 

asset.xml

A SEMANTIC BACKBONE FOR THE DIGITAL WORLD
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2021-2025: THE SEMANTIC ERA



POWERBANK DPP EXAMPLE
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THE MOMENT WE REALIZE: ECLASS IS EVERYWHERE
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PROMPT AT CHATGPT-5 2025-09-23 



WHAT THE NEXT 25 YEARS NEED
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POWERED BY PEOPLE

 ECLASS was never only a 
classification system 

 It evolves to a machine-
language

 Powered by people ECLASS 
contains permanent 
improvements. 

 THANK YOU 

 The AI offers new opportunities 
for the development in every 
aspect

 But also ECLASS offers semantic 
for all digital use cases about 
your product data

 ECLASS will hide itself living in 
the background. But for a 
standard it is a good sign, that 
it is used everywhere



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION.
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